
Audited classes carry no academic credit, yet are recorded on a student’s 
transcript with “AU.” Application fee is waived for auditing students. Complete 
terms of enrollment as an audit student are given in the application. 

2022 
FALL COURSE OFFERINGS 

FOR AUDIT Auditing a college course allows one to 
embark on the adventure of learning for 
the sake of learning. Students auditing a 
course do not receive a grade and 
assignments are optional. 

Aquinas College is offering eleven 
different courses in the 2022 fall 
semester in the areas of English, History, 
Psychology, and Theology. You can 
pursue your interest to learn new and 
exciting subject matter by auditing an 
Aquinas College course. 

Why Audit a Course? 

So what are you waiting for? 
Register with Aquinas College 

today! 

To Register for an Audit Course 
Visit the Aquinas College website at www.aquinascollege.edu/admissions/apply-now/. Scroll down to 
“Applicants Seeking to Audit a Course” and follow instructions. 

Cost 
Audit Fee …. $100 per credit hour/$300 per course 

Refund Policy 
Refunds for fees are available through August 26, 2022.  Following that date, fees become non-refundable. 

For additional information about auditing courses, please email the Office of the Registrar at srgianna@aquinascollege.edu. 

Applicants Seeking to Audit a Course 

Aquinas College welcomes all students regardless of race, color, ethnicity, or national origin who desire to be part of the faith-based mission of the 
College to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the College. It does not discriminate 
based on race, color, ethnicity, or national origin in administration of its education policies, admission policies, scholarships and loan programs.

http://www.aquinascollege.edu/admissions/apply-now/
mailto:srgianna@aquinascollege.edu


Aquinas College Mission Statement 
Aquinas College is a Catholic institution of higher 
education in the Dominican tradition. The College 

directs all its efforts to the intellectual, moral, spiritual, 
and professional formation of the human person in 

wisdom. Students are formed individually and in 
Christian community so that the harmonious 

integration between faith and reason can permeate 
every dimension of their lives. Immersed in exploring 
the relationship between human civilization and the 

message of salvation, the College community embraces 
the Dominican imperative to preach the Gospel, serve 

others, and engage culture in truth and charity.  

AQUINAS COLLEGE 
4210 Harding Pike 

Nashville, TN 37205 
615-297-7545

www.aquinascollege.edu 

Clic k here for course descriptions. 
Courses listed below are highlighted  in the Course Description document. 

ENG 240 – Foundations in Education 
Monday/Wednesday 
9:55 a.m. – 11:10 a.m. 

ENG 213 – English Literature I 
Monday/Wednesday 
12:20 p.m. – 1:35 p.m. 
Sr. Mary Edith, O.P. 

ENG 311 – World Literature: Epic 
Tuesday/Thursday 
8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. 
Sr. Mary Edith, O.P. 

ENG 403 – Adolescent Literature 
Tuesday/Thursday 
1:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Sr. John Thomas, O.P. 

HIS 333 – The Age of Jefferson and Jackson 
Monday/Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. 
Dr. Vince Ryan 

HIS 420 – Western Civilization and America 
Tuesday/Thursday 
1:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Dr. Vince Ryan 

HIS 455 – Stuart England 
Monday/Wednesday 
1: 45p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Dr. Vince Ryan 

PSY 315 – Educational Psychology 
Tuesday/Thursday 
12:20 p.m. – 1:35 p.m. 
Sr. Elena Marie, O.P. 

PSY 320 – Human Growth and Development* 
Thursdays 
5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
*Meets on Aug. 25; Sep. 8, 15, 29; Oct. 20; Nov. 3, 17; and Dec. 1

Sr. Elena Marie, O.P. 

THE 110 – Fundamental Theology 
Tuesday/Thursday 
8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. 
Sr. Jane Dominic, O.P. 

THE 420 - Catechetics 
Monday/Wednesday 
1:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Mr. Jason Gale 

Course dates and time are subject to change. 
 Current course schedule is located on the Aquinas College 

website.

 

https://www.aquinascollege.edu/wp-content/uploads/Undergraduate-Course-Schedule-Fall-2022.pdf
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:5b8ba16d-09be-399c-8036-3a1fb6d92b60




COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 


BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES (BIO) 
 
BIO 111 GENERAL BIOLOGY I  (4 credit hours) 
This is a four-credit hour lab science course, which provides students with a solid foundation of biological principles upon 
which all other biological life science rests. It begins with a comprehensive study of the basic structure and functions of 
prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells using selected principles of biochemistry for a more complete understanding. Basic 
cellular organization and function will be discussed. Some fundamental principles of evolutionary science will be applied 
to gain a more complete understanding of the diversity that exists in all of life’s kingdoms (Monera, Protista, Fungi).  


 
BIO 112   GENERAL BIOLOGY II  (4 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: BIO 111    
This course follows successful completion of BIO 111 and continues with the application of the principles studied the first 
semester. A comprehensive examination of the Kingdoms Plantae and Animalia will be addressed with an emphasis on 
human reproduction. The material is reinforced with a weekly 2-hour laboratory session, which will consist of microscopy 
and dissections to illustrate this material.  


 
BIO 310 ECOSYSTEMS (4 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: BIO 111, BIO 112 
The relationships between the physical and biological worlds are examined in detail. The formation of the Earth and its 
current position in the solar system will begin the course. This introduction will serve as the foundation for investigating 
the physical characteristics of and influences on ecosystems, especially: climate and weather; water and mineral cycles; 
and geological features and their changes over time. These principles will form a foundation to understand select biological 
responses to the physical environment and interactions within ecosystems. Finally, the effects of human activity on 
ecosystem stability and function will be examined. This is a four credit hour course with a laboratory component. 


 
BIO 275/375/475 SPECIAL TOPICS IN BIOLOGY (1–3 credit hours) 
Requires written approval of the Vice President for Academics  
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars, conferences, workshops, class activity or independent 
study focused on a particular topic or current issue in the natural sciences.  
 


CATECHETICS (CAT) 
 
CAT 350 CATECHESIS: NATURE AND MISSION (3 credit hours) 
This course presents a brief history and development of catechesis within the Catholic Church. Through readings, lectures, 
and study of the General Directory for Catechesis students will gain an understanding of the nature and mission of 
catechetics. A general overview of the norms, content, curriculum and sources for catechesis will be discussed as well as 
the essential importance of the catechist’s spirituality. 


 
CAT 370 CRAFT AND CHARISM OF CATECHESIS (3 credit hours) 
This course will describe various components of catechetical pedagogy. The students will be exposed to what is meant by 
the craft of catechesis. The vital role that the Catechism of the Catholic Church gives in both content and pedagogy will be 
presented. Various topics will be presented in their relationship to and influence upon catechetics, such as a Catholic 
worldview, knowledge of developmental stages, and the role that nature and grace have in effective catechesis. 
 
  







CAT 420 INTRODUCTION TO CATECHETICAL PEDAGOGY (3 credit hours) 
This course will present a variety of catechetical techniques. Students will have the opportunity to create and practice 
catechetical lessons utilizing various pedagogies incorporating Sacred Scripture, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the 
saints, and Salvation History. An emphasis will be placed on the vital role that effective communication skills have on 
catechesis. The Ecclesial Lesson Plan will be described, modeled and used by the students in the formation of catechetical 
lessons. 
 
CAT 450 ADVANCED CATECHETICAL PEDAGOGY (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: CAT 420 
The content of the course will present how to create effective catechetical lessons for prayer, liturgy, and the moral life. 
The course will build upon catechetical pedagogies and related techniques presented in CAT 420. The students will be 
given opportunities to present the faith utilizing a variety of pedagogies. Emphasis will be placed on the skills that a 
catechist needs in classroom management, use of technology, and evaluation of catechetical materials and resources. The 
course will give a brief overview of several roles of apostolic pedagogical techniques.  
 


COMPUTER (CPU) 
 
CPU 115 INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTERS (3 credit hours) 
This course is designed to provide students with an introduction to computers and the basic computer applications of 
word processing, spreadsheets, databases, and multimedia presentations. The course will also address the basic 
understanding of computer hardware and its functions.  


 
CPU 340  MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATIONS (3 credit hours) 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with the knowledge and skills to develop effective multimedia 
presentations. The course will afford students the opportunity to study, discuss, and apply the use of multimedia for the 
purposes of presentations, tutorials, and other instructional strategies.  
 
CPU 275/375/475  SPECIAL TOPICS IN COMPUTER (1-3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: Requires written approval of the Vice President for Academics  
Special topic to be indicated. Seminars, conferences, workshops or field activities focused on current issues in the field of 
computers.  
 


EDUCATION (EDU) 
 


EDU 240    FOUNDATIONS IN EDUCATION  (3 credit hours) 
This is a general survey of the development of education in the United States including philosophical, legal, sociological, 
and historical course. This begins the teacher formation process through research and inquiry into the concepts of 
“profession”, “gift” and “mission.” Particular emphasis will be given to public, private and parochial school systems in 
terms of structure, administration, organization and function. All students completing this course should be able to under-
stand the complexities facing education today. All students will be required to complete a special topic report concerning 
a particular topic in education. Field experience included.  


 
EDU 312 LITERACY THROUGH LEARNING  (3 credit hours)  
This course examines theories of language and literacy development. A variety of instructional strategies and materials 
for reading and writing across the curriculum will be used to create a literacy environment appropriate within the varied 
content areas.  
 
  







EDU 334  METHODS OF INSTRUCTION FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: Junior standing or permission from the Dean of Education 
This course is designed to prepare educators of secondary students with methods and materials for teaching, listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. It also is designed to help students combine theory, research and practice into sound 
strategies for teaching in middle, junior, and senior high schools. Students will begin to develop a philosophy of secondary 
teaching; learning how to plan instruction that is consistent with that philosophy and with various national, state and local 
standards and guidelines. Content typically includes examination and evaluation of textbooks and other curriculum 
materials; planning of lessons and units; discussion of issues involving professional educators; development of means to 
assess learning and discussion of methods to teach at the secondary level. Field experiences required.  
 
EDU 335 READING STRATEGIES FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: Junior standing or permission from the Dean of Education 
This course provides a study of current methods, teaching procedures, assessment techniques and materials for teaching 
reading at the secondary level. The primary emphasis of this course is on reading as a developmental process and on 
useful strategies to increase comprehension. Field experiences required.  
 
EDU 336  METHODS IN MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE INSTRUCTION  (3 credit hours) 
This course emphasizes various methods of instruction including technology, based on content, age, and developmentally 
appropriate practices. Attention is given to planning, teaching, and assessment strategies related to the elementary school 
mathematics and science hierarchies. Field experience included.  
 
EDU 350   METHODS IN LANGUAGE ARTS, SOCIAL STUDIES AND CULTURE  (3 credit hours) 
This course is designed as an integral segment of the Educator Preparation Program and focuses on materials, methods, 
and procedures used in effectively integrating the elements of Language Arts—speaking, reading, writing, listening, 
visually representing, viewing—into Social Studies. Methodology using the discovery approach, strategies for 
development of creative and critical thinking, incorporation of technology, and evaluation of resources are applied to the 
Social Studies content objectives. An emphasis of course content is placed on geography, culture, and values needed to 
help students become reflective decision makers and citizens. Field experience required.  
 
EDU 401 ELEMENTARY EDUCATION SEMINAR: CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT 
Reserved for students seeking the Bachelor of Science degree or Elementary Education Licensure.  (1 credit hour) 
This course, conducted in a seminar format, examines elementary classroom organization and management, instruction, 
assessment, evaluation; complementing Enhanced Student Teaching in the elementary grades.  
 
EDU 402 SECONDARY EDUCATION SEMINAR: CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT  
Reserved for students seeking the Bachelor of Science degree or Secondary Education Licensure.  (1 credit hour) 
This course, conducted in a seminar format, examines secondary classroom organization and management, instruction, 
assessment, evaluation; complementing Enhanced Student Teaching in the secondary grades.  
 
EDU 418  READING ASSESSMENT AND REMEDIATION STRATEGIES  (3 credit hours) 
This course introduces the student to formal and informal research-based literacy assessments and appropriate 
methodologies for remediating pre-reading and reading skills in the elementary classroom setting. Working with one 
elementary student throughout the semester, the School of Education student will learn how to administer literacy 
assessments and interpret data for the sake of planning and executing remediation.  
 
  







EDU 424  INSTRUCTING DIVERSE LEARNERS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: Junior standing or permission from the Dean of Education 
This course examines pedagogical, curricular, and social considerations pertaining to teaching and learning. Areas for 
discussion will include, yet not be limited to, diversity of culture, ethnicity, language, and exceptional learning needs. 
Emphasis will be placed on how diversity is represented in each learner and how to design and implement appropriate 
instructional opportunities for all learners in the classroom. The course will explore the social and emotional development 
of children with the view of the human person as understood in the tradition of Christian anthropology particularly as 
articulated by Saint Thomas Aquinas. Field experiences required.  


 
EDU 425  MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: CPU 115 or computer competency  
This course is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills to integrate instructional technology into the 
learning environment. The course addresses the management of different learning strategies; the development of higher 
order thinking skills using various instructional technologies; the selection, use, and integration of appropriate technology-
based resources; and the development of instructional materials which make use of basic computer applications of word-
processing, spreadsheets, databases, presentation software, and the Internet. Students are required to develop and teach 
a technology-integrated lesson in a learning environment. Evaluation of hardware, software, and Websites are 
incorporated into this course. Practicum included.  


 
EDU 435  ENHANCED STUDENT TEACHING: ELEMENTARY LICENSURE PROGRAM  (11 credit hours)  
Reserved for students seeking the Bachelor of Science degree or Elementary Education Licensure. 
Enhanced Student Teaching experiences are designed as the culminating course, which synthesizes the total process of 
educator preparedness. The experiences give the Teacher Candidate the opportunity to plan and execute instruction in an 
environment, which provides structure for an increasing degree of responsibility. In order to provide both depth and 
breadth of experience, the professional semester is divided into two modules: a nine-week experience and a seven-week 
experience. The two experiences may be in varied school settings (urban, rural or suburban), which may be in either public 
or non-public accredited institutions. The two experiences must be in different grade levels. The evaluation of the Teacher 
Candidate’s performance during the professional semester is both formative and summative in nature; and is carried out 
by the mentor teachers in cooperation with the Aquinas College Educator Preparation Program.  


 
EDU 436  ENHANCED STUDENT TEACHING: SECONDARY LICENSURE PROGRAM  (11 credit hours) 
Reserved for students seeking the Bachelor of Science degree or Secondary Education Licensure. 
Enhanced Student Teaching in the secondary classroom is designed as the culminating course, which synthesizes the total 
process of educator preparedness. This professional experience gives the Teacher Candidate the opportunity to plan and 
execute instruction in an environment which provides structure for an increasing degree of responsibility. Full immersion 
in the school- based community is provided as well as the analysis of the depth and breadth of each experience. The 
semester is divided into two modules: a nine-week experience and a seven-week experience. The two experiences may be 
in varied school settings (urban, rural or suburban), which may be either public or non-public accredited institutions. 
Student Teaching experiences will be in both middle grades and high school classrooms. The evaluation of the Teacher 
Candidate’s competence during the professional semester is both formative and summative in nature, and is carried out 
by the cooperating teachers(s) in cooperation with the Aquinas College Educator Preparation Program.  


 
EDU 375/475 SPECIAL TOPICS IN EDUCATION   (1-3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: Requires written approval of the Vice President for Academics. 
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars, conferences, workshops or field activities focused on 
current issues in education. 
 
  







EDU 475/575  SPECIAL TOPICS IN EDUCATION: FIELD EXPERIENCE SEMESTER (Undergraduate 12 credit hours) 
All coursework in the program, except for the Clinical Practice Semester;  (Graduate 7 credit hours) 
Permission of the Dean of the School of Education  
The Field Experience Semester is designed to be a support to teacher candidates prior to Clinical Practice. The experiences 
during this semester will include at least two different classrooms and include classroom observations, assisting with small 
groups and individual students, planning, teaching and assessing lessons, assisting the teacher with preparation of 
materials and grading, and planning, teaching and assessing units. The teacher candidate will receive support both from 
their cooperating teacher and college supervisor as they assume greater responsibility throughout the semester. 


 
EDU 501 ELEMENTARY EDUCATION SEMINAR:  
 CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT (1 credit hour) 
This course, conducted in a seminar format, examines elementary classroom organization and management, instruction, 
assessment, evaluation; complementing Enhanced Student Teaching in the elementary grades. Students critique 
implementation of classroom organization and management techniques to determine effectiveness. Pertinent concerns 
that arise during the student teaching experience are discussed and evaluated in the light of sound educational practices. 


 
EDU 502 SECONDARY EDUCATION SEMINAR:  
 CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT (1 credit hour) 
This course, conducted in a seminar format, examines secondary classroom organization and management, instruction, 
assessment, evaluation; complementing Enhanced Student Teaching in the secondary grades. Students critique 
implementation of classroom organization and management techniques to determine effectiveness. Pertinent concerns 
that arise during the student teaching experience are discussed and evaluated in the light of sound educational practices. 


 
EDU 512 LITERACY THROUGH LEARNING (3 credit hours)  
This course examines theories of language and literacy development. A variety of instructional strategies and materials 
for reading and writing across the curriculum will be used to create a literacy environment appropriate within the varied 
content areas. The student will critically examine the research behind current literacy trends, applying this to a 
comprehensive series of lessons that cover all stages of literacy development. 


 
EDU 518 READING ASSESSMENT AND REMEDIATION STRATEGIES  (3 credit hours) 
This course introduces the student to formal and informal research-based literacy assessments and appropriate 
methodologies for remediating pre-reading and reading skills in the elementary classroom setting. Working with one 
elementary student throughout the semester, the School of Education student will learn how to administer literacy 
assessments and interpret data for the sake of planning and executing remediation. The graduate student will critically 
evaluate the formal and informal nature of literacy assessments, examining research studies on which the tests are based 
and develop a program of assessment and remediation for literacy development. 


 
EDU 524 INSTRUCTING DIVERSE LEARNERS (3 credit hours) 
This course examines pedagogical, curricular, and social considerations pertaining to teaching and learning. Areas for 
discussion will include, yet not be limited to, diversity of culture, ethnicity, language, and exceptional learning needs. 
Emphasis will be placed on how diversity is represented in each learner and how to design and implement appropriate 
instructional opportunities for all learners in the classroom. The course will explore the social and emotional development 
of children with the view of the human person as understood in the tradition of Christian anthropology particularly as 
articulated by Saint Thomas Aquinas. The course requires students to design instruction that promotes effective learning 
for diverse audiences as well as analyze professional education practices to promote the inclusion of sound ethical and 
moral principles. Field experiences required. 
 
  







EDU 525 MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite:  Computer Competency 
This course is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills to integrate instructional technology into the 
learning environment. The course addresses the management of different learning strategies, the development of higher 
order thinking skills using various instructional technologies, the selection, use and integration of appropriate technology-
based resources, and the development of instructional materials which make use of basic computer applications of word-
processing, spreadsheets, databases, presentation software and the Internet. Students are required to develop and teach a 
technology-integrated lesson in a learning environment. Evaluation of hardware, software, and Websites are incorporated 
into this course. The course requires the completion of the development and teaching of a technology-integrated unit 
which includes pre/post-test. In addition, students will be required to complete research based on the integration of the 
ISTE standards into the grade level and subject area they will teach. Practicum included. 


 
EDU 535 READING STRATEGIES FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION  (3 credit hours) 
This course prepares candidates to plan and implement effective reading instruction to increase students’ comprehension 
of content-area material. Candidates will review research and best practices around academic vocabulary, comprehension, 
background knowledge, and critical thinking to build toward the practical application of techniques that will enable them 
to plan instruction to meet the need within diverse classroom settings. Particular attention will be given to building 
capacity around strategies for English language learners. Field experiences required. 


 
EDU 560 SUPERVISED STUDENT TEACHING (6 credit hours) 
Supervised student teaching allows teaching interns to synthesize all that they have learned in the Master of Arts in Teaching 
curricula. The experiences give students the opportunity to plan and execute instructions in environments which provide 
structure for an increasing degree of responsibility. In order to provide both depth and breadth of experience, the professional 
semester is divided into two modules: a nine-week experience and a seven-week experience. The two experiences may be in 
varied school settings (urban, rural or suburban). The two experiences must be in different grade levels. The evaluation of 
the M.A.T. student’s performance during the professional semester is both formative and summative in nature, and is carried 
out by mentor teachers in cooperation with the Aquinas College School of Education supervisors.  


 
EDU 565 JOB-EMBEDDED EXPERIENCE (3 credit hours) 
This capstone course must be repeated for two consecutive semesters in the program for a total of 6 credit hours. 
Prerequisite: Permission of the Dean of the School of Education. 
This full year experience synthesizes the total process of educator preparedness. The evaluation of the Teacher Candidate’s 
performance during the job-embedded experience is both formative and summative in nature; and is carried out by the 
mentor teachers in cooperation with the Aquinas College School of Education. The completion of a comprehensive 
portfolio is part of this experience. This course is taken in conjunction with EDU 501 or EDU 502 during the Fall semester 
of the job-embedded experience.  


 
EDU 575/675    SPECIAL TOPICS IN EDUCATION (1-3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: Permission of the Dean of the School of Education. 
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars, conferences, workshops or field activities focused on 
current issues in education. 


 
EDU 600 EDUCATION IN THE DOMINICAN TRADITION (3 credit hours) 
Participants in this course will examine the roles of the moral, spiritual, intellectual, physical, psychological, social, and 
cultural dimensions of education at all levels from the Dominican perspective. These elements will be examined in the 
light of a Christian anthropology and world view. The importance of the educator as witness and the dignity of the human 
person will also be emphasized in light of teaching as a vocation. The importance of promoting a culture of learning and 
the formation of moral conscience and fostering moral courage in dealing with current moral concerns will be integral to 
this course. This is the first course in the program of study. 
 







EDU 610  HUMAN DIGNITY AND DIVERSITY IN EDUCATION  (3 credit hours)  
Proceeding from the doctrine of human dignity and the unrepeatable and inviolable uniqueness of every person, this 
course examines the impact of diversity on the effectiveness of advocacy, human relationships, communications, and 
education. Expressions of diversity considered in this course comprise a wide range, including but not limited to: attribute 
and behavior diversity; variations of learning styles and challenges; socio-economic diversity; family, community and 
organizational structures, including ethnic and cultural differences. 


 
EDU 620  DATA-DRIVEN DECISIONS IN EDUCATION  (3 credit hours) 
This course details the processes of using data to make informed decisions regarding student learning, instructional 
programs, resources, and policies. Instruction will include aspects of information literacy such as methods for collecting 
meaningful data, analyses of data, communication of findings, and decision-making based on findings. Particular emphasis 
will be given to using teacher and student work samples to make instructional decisions based on analyses of student learning 
gains and related data.  


 
EDU 630  MODES OF INSTRUCTION  (3 credit hours)  
This course is designed to engage students in the study and implementation of the various instructional models and how 
they relate to the different learning styles and effective classroom management. The role of curriculum, philosophy, and 
knowledge of the learner will be examined in the selection of teaching strategies. Emphasis will be placed on the practical 
application of the various models to the specific audience of the student through a culminating project.  


 
EDU 632  PRACTICUM AND APPLICATION OF DATA-DRIVEN DECISIONS AND MODES OF INSTRUCTION  
Must be taken concurrently with Data-Driven Decisions and Modes of Instruction  (2 credit hours)  
This practicum focuses on the application of various instructional and assessment strategies presented in Modes of 
Instruction and Data-Driven Decisions.  


 
EDU 650  SCHOLARLY INQUIRY AND RESEARCH  (3 credit hours)  
This course is designed to facilitate students’ understanding and application of qualitative and quantitative research 
methodologies, including research ethics and informed consent, and to critically analyze and debate published research 
methods and relevant issues. Methods of data analysis appropriate to selected research methods will be reviewed. 
Examination and application of research models to inform and promote best practices will be required.  


 
EDU 660  SCHOOL LAW  (3 credit hours)  
This course is designed to provide an analysis of legal issues applicable to private, public, and Catholic schools. Areas 
that will be addressed include: Constitutional Law, Statutes and Regulations, Common Law, Contract Law, and Canon 
Law. In addition, the aspect of TORT Law as it pertains to schools will be explored. References to case law and current 
legal topics will provide a framework for practical applications in the school environment. 


 
EDU 670 EDUCATION IN THE DIGITAL AGE (3 credit hours) 
Education in the Digital Age will examine teaching and learning with technology by investigating the issues of: digital 
literacy and moving beyond information, organizational policy regarding use of technology, the role of standards in 
technology integration, and current issues regarding use of technology in education. Emphasis will also be placed on 
developing necessary skills for integrating technology in the education process. A culminating project will require students 
to develop a project demonstrating knowledge and skills that have been acquired in this course. 


 
EDU 680 LEARNING AND COGNITION (3 credit hours) 
This course is an examination of major theories of learning and cognition. Topics include, but are not limited to, 
information processing, critical thinking, problem solving, memory, and motivation, with implications and applications 
for practitioners.   
 







EDU 690 SCHOLARLY INQUIRY IN ACTION (3 credit hours) 
This capstone course must be repeated for two consecutive semesters in the program for a total of 6 credit hours. 
Prerequisite: EDU 650 Scholarly Inquiry and Research 
This capstone course is designed to provide a disciplined process of inquiry for educators to explore challenges found in 
schools. Students will utilize a seven-step process that includes: (1) selecting a focus, (2) clarifying theories, (3) identifying 
research questions, (4) collecting data, (5) analyzing data, (6) reporting results, and (7) taking informed action. The research 
will culminate with the students’ presentation of a paper or a project. This project must be approved by the Graduate 
Education Review Board.  
 


ENGLISH (ENG) 
 
ENG 110   SPEECH   (3 credit hours) 
This course is designed to give the student an understanding of the principles of effective speech. Emphasis is placed on the 
preparation, content, language and delivery of speeches before an audience. Students present informative, persuasive and 
commemorative speeches. They learn standards to evaluate their own public speaking performances and those of others.  


 
ENG 111  ENGLISH COMPOSITION I  (3 credit hours) 
Students must earn a final grade of “C” or better to pass ENG 111. 
English Composition I introduces the principles of effective writing through the rhetorical and critical analysis of essays 
and short stories. Students will write personal, expository and critical essays while working to improve their grammar, 
punctuation, mechanics skills, usage and writing style. The writing process from invention to revision is emphasized.  


 
ENG 130 RESEARCH AND RHETORIC (3 credit hours) 
ENG 130 gives intensive instruction and practice in the habits, techniques, and strategies required to analyze, evaluate, 
and compose rhetorically effective essays and other formal writing. Students compose several original essays based on 
important literature from several genres, produce responsible and efficient research projects, compare and critique their 
writing style relative to published works, and edit their own and their peers' writing. A short research paper is required. 
Students must earn a final grade of 'C' or higher to pass. 


 
ENG 213  ENGLISH LITERATURE I   (3 credit hours) 
This survey course includes representative selections of British literature illustrating various genres from the Anglo-Saxon 
period to the eighteenth century. Students should be able to analyze a literary text according to its content, structure, and 
purpose, as well as to understand it as part of a historical, cultural, and literary tradition. A research paper is required.  


 
ENG 214   ENGLISH LITERATURE II   (3 credit hours) 
This survey course includes representative selections of British literature illustrating various genres from the Romantic 
period to the present. Students should be able to analyze a literary text according to its content, structure, and purpose, as 
well as to understand it as part of a historical, cultural, and literary tradition. A research paper is required.  


 
ENG 215  AMERICAN LITERATURE  (3 credit hours) 
Selected major American authors from the Colonial period to the present. Authors may include Bradford, Edwards, 
Franklin, Paine, Irving, Emerson, Thoreau, Poe, Hawthorne, Dickinson, Twain, Frost, Hemingway and O’Neill.  


 
ENG 245   CREATIVE WRITING (3 credit hours)  
This course introduces the form, theory, and practice of writing fiction, poetry, drama, or the essay (at the instructor’s 
discretion), leading to a workshop in which students present their own work for discussion.  
 
  







ENG 311   WORLD LITERATURE: EPIC   (3 credit hours)  
This course provides a close examination of epic poetry. Authors and works may include Gilgamesh, Homer’s Iliad and 
Odyssey, Virgil’s Aeneid and Milton’s Paradise Lost. The persistent themes of the epic – war, homecoming, the founding 
of a city, the relationship between the human and the divine will be explored.  


 
ENG 312   WORLD LITERATURE: LYRIC   (3 credit hours)  
This course is an intensive study of lyric poetry, with an emphasis upon the relationship between poetic form and poetic 
meaning. Students will learn the art of scansion and learn how to identify the rhetorical schemes and tropes that allow 
lyric poetry its unique mode of expression. Readings will cover the entire history of the lyric, and in particular, its 
flourishings within the Psalms, ancient Greece, medieval Europe, seventeenth-century England, and the twentieth century.  


 
ENG 313   WORLD LITERATURE: TRAGEDY & COMEDY   (3 credit hours)  
Through the study of drama, this course explores the depths (tragedy) and heights (comedy) of the human condition. 
Close attention will be paid to the relationship between the classical and Christian understandings of the human condition 
and the expression of that understanding within drama. Possible texts include the following: Prometheus Bound, 
The Oresteia, Oedipus Tyrannos, Oedipus at Colonus, Antigone, The Bacchae, Frogs, Clouds, Birds, The Book of Job, Everyman, The Second 
Shepherd’s Play, Dr. Faustus, Hamlet, Othello, Macbeth, King Lear, The Tempest, Mourning Becomes Electra, and A Raisin in the Sun.  


 
ENG 314 WORLD LITERATURE: NOVEL  (3 credit hours)  
The study of the novel is also a study in modernism. The great novelists are deeply aware of the literary tradition that 
spans from Homer to Shakespeare, and of how their own work interacts with and contributes to that tradition. This course 
focuses upon the novel’s unique ability to synthesize the genres of epic, lyric, tragedy, and comedy. Possible works to be 
studied: Crime and Punishment; Moby Dick; The Ambassadors; Madame Bovary; Great Expectations; The Return of the Native; 
Emma; Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man; Lord Jim; Heart of Darkness; Go Down Moses; Song of Solomon; Possession; One 
Hundred Years of Solitude; and Midnight’s Children.  


 
ENG 315 WORLD LITERATURE: CHRISTIAN EPIC  (3 credit hours)  
The Christian world took the best of the classical tradition and integrated it into its own story, allowing the epic genre to 
reach new heights. In this course, students will read Christian epics, such as Dante's Divine Comedy, Milton's Paradise Lost, 
Beowulf, and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. The persistent themes of the epic – war, homecoming, the founding of a city, 
the relationship between the human and the divine – will be explored. 


 
ENG 330   MODERN MULTI-CULTURAL WRITERS  (3 credit hours)  
This course includes representative selections of writers from different cultural backgrounds. The choice of ethnic 
literature is based on American ethnic groups such as African American, Jewish, Native American, Hispanic American, 
and Asian American. However, modern writers of any nationality may be studied. Student papers will be based on both 
literary analysis and cultural studies. A research paper is required.  


 
ENG 331   MEDIEVAL ENGLISH LITERATURE  (3 credit hours)  
This course focuses on the range of forms and the vigorous Christian elements in medieval British literature. Works to be 
included are Anglo-Saxon and Chaucerian epics; saints' lives in prose, the Anglo-Saxon lyric "The Wanderer", Anglo-
Saxon and High Medieval devotional lyrics; Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and other works of the Pearl Poet; and 
fifteenth-century drama from the York, Wakefield and Chester mystery cycles. A research paper is required.  


 
ENG 332    EARLY MODERN ENGLISH LITERATURE   (3 credit hours)  
Intended to complement the Shakespeare course, this course focuses on Early Modern poets and playwrights whose works 
are not as well known, although some of Shakespeare's work is included in the course. Other authors to be considered 
include Thomas More, Marlowe, Jonson, Wyatt, Sydney, Spenser, Donne, Herbert, Marvell, Crashaw, Malory and Milton. 
A research paper is required.  







ENG 340  18th CENTURY BRITISH LITERATURE  (3 credit hours)  
This course examines the “Long Eighteenth Century”, which spans from 1660 to 1789. The French Enlightenment’s impact 
upon religion, politics, and philosophy gave rise to the greatest English satirists. Authors may include the poetry and prose 
satires of Dryden, Pope, Swift, and Johnson. In addition to satire, students will study the development of the following:  
the rise of the novel, the periodical essay, the biography, and literary criticism. Restoration playwrights such as Gay, Behn, 
Wycherley, Sheridan, and Congreve will be read as time permits. A research paper is required.  


 
ENG 341   19th CENTURY BRITISH LITERATURE: ROMANTIC AND VICTORIAN  (3 credit hours)  
This course examines English poetry and prose from the French Revolution to circa 1901. The use of lyric, odes and other 
forms by Romantic poets is noted as an aesthetic and cultural revolution following the Enlightenment. Victorian poets and 
novelists are studied as the aftermath of the Romantic revolution in the context of late nineteenth-century crises: 
industrialization, imperialism; Freudian psychology, the Woman Question, and the assault on Christian faith by 
utilitarianism and Darwin's theory of evolution. Authors may include Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Shelley, the 
Bronte sisters, the Brownings, Newman, Tennyson, Hopkins, Carlyle and Mill. A research paper is required.  


 
ENG 342  20th CENTURY LITERATURE  (3 credit hours)  
This course examines a selection of twentieth-century works that may variously include epics, novels, dramas, lyrics, and 
essays. Representative authors may include Joyce, Woolf, Pound, Eliot, Yeats, Cather, Faulkner, Steinbeck, Ransom, and 
Stevens, as well as authors spanning from the second half of the century to contemporary times.  


 
ENG 345  ADVANCED CREATIVE WRITING  (3 credit hours)  
This course is an in-depth study of the creation of poetry, short fiction, and drama (at the instructor’s discretion), leading 
to the production of a short story, a one-act play, and several poems in classic forms.  


 
ENG 393  LINGUISTICS  (3 credit hours)  
This course will examine language as systems of sounds, syntax, and small and large units of meaning. Other areas of 
language study will include writing systems, children’s acquisition of language, language and the brain, social and 
regional dialects, language change over time, and the relationships of world languages to each other.  


 
ENG 400   CHILDREN’S LITERATURE, SPEECH AND DRAMA  (3 credit hours)  
This course is an overview of age-appropriate children’s literature. The course develops an awareness of the value of good 
literature in the education and life of children. Integration of children’s literature with various performance technologies, 
such as storytelling, puppetry, children’s theatre and creative dramatics, provides students with effective techniques for 
the elementary classroom. Reviewed literature offers the student a cross-cultural experience. Field experience included.  
 
ENG 401  CHAUCER  (3 credit hours)  
This course examines the major works of Geoffrey Chaucer, the "Father of English poetry." While the course will primarily 
focus on The Canterbury Tales, a selection of his works will be read as time permits in order to understand literary and 
historical contexts and allusions, especially in terms of the shaping of Christian imagination in the formation of culture. 
Attention is given to Chaucerian dialect and pronunciation. A research paper is required.  


 
ENG 403   ADOLESCENT LITERATURE   (3 credit hours)  
This course is an overview of developmentally appropriate literature for the adolescent student. The content reflects and 
projects many of life’s experiences and demonstrates that significant parallels exist in the literature of global cultures and 
interrelated genres. Field experience included.  


 
  







ENG 408   ADVANCED GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION   (3 credit hours)  
This course examines English grammar through diagramming, writing, and analyzing rhetorical use of grammatical 
constructions in excerpts from masterful writing. Attention will be given to grammatical usage controversies and valid 
responses to these arguments. Recommended for students who wish to strengthen their writing and grammatical skills 
and learn to help others do the same. 


 
ENG 411   HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE  (3 credit hours) 
Beginning with the German roots of the English language, the course will trace the internal development of English 
sounds, words, and syntax through the Old English, Middle English, Early Modern and Modern English periods. Attention 
will also be given to external influences such as the Viking and Norman invasions, Renaissance learning with its influx of 
classical vocabulary, the rise of standards in the eighteenth century, and the effects of exportation of English to colonies 
such as North America, India, Australia, New Zealand, and parts of Africa.  


 
ENG 412   DANTE    (3 credit hours)  
This course examines the major works of Dante Alighieri, the medieval Italian poet whose works have been called "Thomism 
in verse." Most of the course will be spent on the Divine Comedy in order to understand its literary and historical contexts and 
allusions and its theological structure. Minor poetry and essays will also be read as time permits. A research paper is required.  


 
ENG 413   SHAKESPEARE  (3 credit hours)  
This course provides a study of selected comedies, histories, and tragedies of Shakespeare, with an emphasis on his 
Christian typology.  


 
ENG 441   BRITISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE  (3 credit hours)  
A study of the major British and American literature of the 20th and 21st centuries. Works studied may include those 
written by Pound, Stevens, Joyce, Woolf, Eliot, Faulkner, and Beckett. 


 
ENG 275/375/475    SPECIAL TOPICS IN ENGLISH   (1-3 credit hours) 
Requires written approval of the Vice President for Academics 
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars, conferences, workshops, field activities or projects focused 
on current issues in English.  


   
ENG 500 CHILDREN’S LITERATURE, SPEECH AND DRAMA (3 credit hours)  
This course is a critical consideration of the genres of children’s literature and modes of instruction that allow for analysis 
of that literature. Field experiences include visits to children’s sections of libraries, interviews with children’s librarians, 
and attendance at marionette and puppet shows. Emphasis is placed on research through peer-reviewed journals 
dedicated to children’s literature. Each student will learn how to structure and implement a balanced literacy program for 
elementary grades through planning and instruction.  


 
ENG 503 ADOLESCENT LITERATURE (3 credit hours)  
This course is a critical consideration of the genres included in adolescent literature and modes of instruction that allow 
for analysis of that literature. Field experiences include observations in secondary English classes. Emphasis is placed on 
research through peer-reviewed journals dedicated to the teaching of adolescent literature. Each student will learn how to 
structure and implement a balanced scope and sequence for secondary grades through planning and instruction.  
 


  







FINE ARTS (FAR)  
 
FAR 211  ART HISTORY  (3 credit hours) 
This course is a survey of Western art from prehistoric times through the medieval period, with particular emphasis on 
the development of art and architecture and major iconographic themes in ancient Egypt, Greece, and Rome, and in the 
early Christian and Byzantine periods.  
 
FAR 212   ART APPRECIATION   (3 credit hours) 
This course is a survey of Western art from the Late Gothic through the modern period, with particular emphasis on the 
development of art and architecture and major iconographic themes during the renaissance in Italy and the North and the 
Baroque period.  
 
FAR 220   MUSIC HISTORY AND APPRECIATION  (3 credit hours) 
Music History and Appreciation is a survey course designed to acquaint the student with the general history of music and 
to foster an appreciation for various types of music. Topics include leading composers and the relationship of music to 
other aspects of history and cultural development. The student will become familiar with the basic elements of music, the 
major periods of music, and the greatest composers of these periods.  


 
FAR 301  CHRISTIAN THEMES IN ART   (3 credit hours) 
Through formal and iconographic analysis, this course examines religious themes and imagery in primarily Christian 
traditions, both Western and Eastern. Particularly investigated are the manners in which art, architecture, and sacred sites 
have served religion and human spirituality throughout the history of civilization.  


 
FAR 275/375/475   SPECIAL TOPICS IN FINE ARTS   (1-3 credit hours) 
Requires written approval of the Vice President for Academics 
Special topic to be indicated. Seminars, conferences, workshops, field activities or projects focused on current issues in the 
areas art and/or music.  
 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE  
 
FRE 111, 112    ELEMENTARY FRENCH I, II   (3 credit hours each)  
Must be taken in sequence. 
This beginning French course places emphasis on conversation, basic grammar, simple dictation, daily oral practice and a 
geographical and historical perspective of the French people.  
 
FRE 213, 214  INTERMEDIATE FRENCH I, II   (3 credit hours each) 
Prerequisite: FRE 112 or two years of high school French. FRE 213, 214  
Must be taken in sequence. 
Intermediate French is a second year course with emphasis on conversation, advanced grammar, simple composition, 
daily oral practice and cultural readings.  
 
LAT 111  ELEMENTARY LATIN I   (3 credit hours) 
This course is the first semester of elementary Classical Latin grammar, vocabulary, and syntax. It also includes an 
introduction to Roman history and culture and, time permitting, a selection of readings in translation. The successful 
student will acquire practical knowledge of first semester elementary Latin and, in the context of this study, come to know 
an introductory level of Roman history and culture. At the completion of this course, the student should be able to read, 
translate, and analyze grammatically basic Latin prose. 


 
  







LAT 112  ELEMENTARY LATIN II   (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: LAT 111 
This course is the second semester of elementary Classical Latin grammar, vocabulary, and syntax. It also includes a 
continuation of introductory Roman history and culture and, time permitting, selected readings in translation. The 
successful student will acquire practical knowledge of second semester introductory-level college Latin. At the completion of 
this course, the student should be able to read, translate, and analyze grammatically more complex Latin prose and poetry.  
 
LAT 213  INTERMEDIATE LATIN I     (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: LAT 112 or two years of high school Latin  
This course is the first semester study of Classical Latin on the intermediate college level with emphasis on translation of 
selected passages, primarily prose, from Republican and Augustan authors. Topics include continued study of grammar, 
especially subjunctive uses, literary analysis and terms, and the historical setting of the passages studied. Additional 
readings in translation to complement the passages read in Latin will also be included. The intent of this course is that the 
student correctly translate, grammatically analyze articulately criticize selected Latin passages. At the successful 
completion of this course, the student should be able to read, translate, and discuss the artistic and historical characteristics 
of selected Latin passages.  
 
LAT 214 INTERMEDIATE LATIN II    (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of LAT 213 or the equivalent as determined by instructor.    
This course is the second semester study of Classical Latin on the intermediate college level with emphasis on the reading 
and translation of selected passages, especially poetry, from the Republican and Augustan periods. Additional readings 
in translation will be included to supplement the passages read in Latin. Topics include continued study of grammar, 
literary analysis and terms, the use of meter, especially in the epic, and the historical setting of the passages studied. 
Reports on individual topics will be required. At the successful completion of this course, the student should be able to 
read, translate, and analyze the grammatical and artistic characteristics of selected Latin passages.  


 
SPA 111, 112  ELEMENTARY SPANISH I, II   (3 credit hours) 
Must be taken in sequence. 
This beginning Spanish course includes elements of grammar, composition, dictation and transcription, oral practice, 
simple reading and a geographical and historical perspective of the Hispanic peoples with emphasis on their cultures, 
traditions customs and contributions.  


 
SPA 213, 214 INTERMEDIATE SPANISH I, II   (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: SPA 112 or two years of high school Spanish. Must be taken in sequence. 
Intermediate Spanish is a second year course that includes an intensive review of Spanish grammar with an emphasis on 
composition and conversation, with wide reading of Spanish and Latin American authors.  


 
FRE/GRE/LAT/LAN/SPA 175, 275, 375, 475     SPECIAL TOPICS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE   (1-3 credit hours) 
Requires written approval of the Vice President for Academics 
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars, conferences, workshops, field activities and/or reading 
and research. The focus will be on current issues in French, Greek, Latin and Spanish.  
 


HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HPE) 
 
HPE 110 PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH   (3 credit hours) 
This comprehensive course considers principles of personal and community health, wellness, safety, nutrition, and 
physical fitness as choices that support a complete and total health profile. Students study overviews of health-related 
issues and current community programs that target home, work place, school and community environments.  
  







HPE 210   FIRST AID AND SAFETY EDUCATION   (3 credit hours) 
This is an in-depth course in first aid and safety, including CPR. Lectures, demonstrations, and skills-training for 
emergency first aid procedures and life threatening situations are provided. American Red Cross first aid and CPR 
certifications are obtainable. 
 
HPE 275/375/475    SPECIAL TOPICS IN HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION   (1-3 credit hours) 
Requires written approval of the Vice President for Academics 
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars, conferences, workshops or field activities focused on 
current issues in health and physical education.  
 


HISTORY (HIS)  
 
HIS 111  WESTERN CIVILIZATION I  (3 credit hours)  
Western Civilization I studies the development of Europe from prehistory to the early 18th century and includes the ancient 
civilizations of the Middle East, Greece, Rome, Medieval Europe, the Renaissance, the Reformation and the Age of Absolutism. 
Major trends, key personalities and important institutions are investigated and assessed for their historical significance.  
 
HIS 112   WESTERN CIVILIZATION II  (3 credit hours)  
As a continuation of Western Civilization I, this course studies the history of modern Europe from the Age of Reason to 
the end of the 20th century. The approach is chronological, emphasizing the development of the modern state, the 
evolution of scientific inquiry in an industrial and technological age, and the role of ideology against a backdrop of war 
and revolution.  


 
HIS 201   UNITED STATES HISTORY I  (3 credit hours)  
This course studies United States history from pre-Columbian America through the Reconstruction, emphasizing the 
Colonial Era, the American Revolution, the Early National Period, the Age of Jackson and the Civil War. Major trends, key 
personalities and important institutions are investigated and assessed for their historical significance.  


 
HIS 202  UNITED STATES HISTORY II  (3 credit hours)  
This course, a continuation of United States History I, studies United States history from the Gilded Age to the present. 
Some of the topics emphasized are the growth of big business, Progressive Reforms, the Roaring Twenties, the Great 
Depression, the World Wars and post-World War II America.  


 
HIS 211   HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH I  (3 credit hours)  
This course will not satisfy the General Education requirements for two sequential History courses.  Same as THE 211   
This course is a survey of the history of the Catholic Church from the apostolic community until the Great Western Schism 
in the 14th Century. Emphasis is placed on the formation of the Church, doctrinal heresies, development of Church 
structure, medieval Church-state relations, and the causes of the Great Schism.  


 
HIS 212   HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH II (3 credit hours) 
This course will not satisfy the General Education requirements for two sequential History courses.  Same as THE 212 
This course surveys the development of the Catholic Church from the Reformation to the present. Topics include the 
Reformation, the Catholic Reformation, the Council of Trent, and Vatican Councils I and II. In addition, the course will 
explore the Church’s influence on the modern and post-modern world with emphasis on philosophical movements, 
nationalism, imperialism, totalitarianism, and contemporary issues.  


 
  







HIS 311  TENNESSEE HISTORY  (3 credit hours) 
This course is a survey of the history of Tennessee from the early Indian tribes to the present. Students will examine social, 
cultural, economic and political aspects of the state. All students completing this course should be knowledgeable about 
the people who helped make Tennessee what it is today. A special research topic that relates to the state is required. This 
course will include field trips to local sites of historical interest.  


 
HIS 313    DOMINICAN HISTORY  (3 credit hours) 
   Same as THE 313 
This course explores the history of the Order of Preachers from its beginnings in medieval Europe to the present day. 
Topics include the life of St. Dominic, the charism of the Order, a selection of Dominican saints, and the major contributions 
of Dominicans at critical points of Church history.  


 
HIS 332   COLONIAL AMERICA  (3 credit hours) 
This course begins with European exploration and the Spanish and French empires in the Western Hemisphere, as well as 
their impact on Native American cultures. Special focus will be given to the development of the English colonies and the 
evolution of the relationship between the colonies and the English state. The course will also examine the origins, 
development, and impact of the American Revolution. Topics include colonial institutions, the beginnings of slavery, 
imperial policies and religious, political, social and economic aspects of colonial America.  


 
HIS 333   THE AGE OF JEFFERSON AND JACKSON  (3 credit hours) 
This seminar-style course offers an examination of American History from the American Revolution through the 1830s by 
focusing on the writings, public careers, and respective presidencies of Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson. Through 
this immersive study of two of the most towering and controversial figures from this era, students will enhance both their 
understanding of historiography and their skills in developing a research project.  


 
HIS 334   CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 or HIS 211 & HIS 212 
Beginning with the Mexican War, this course studies antebellum America, the slavery controversy, and other causes 
leading to Southern secession from the Union. The war is examined in detail, as are the political and social aspects of 
Reconstruction.  


 
HIS 335   THE GILDED AGE AND PROGRESSIVISM  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: at least three hours in a lower-level history course 
This course is an analysis of post-Reconstruction society, politics, and culture as America emerges as a global power and 
enters the modern world. Immigration, urbanization, western settlement and industrialization are considered, culminating 
in the reforms of the Progressive Era.  


 
HIS 336   THE UNITED STATES IN THE AGE OF WORLD WARS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: at least three hours in a lower-level history course 
This course examines the period beginning with the Spanish-American War and concludes with World War II. Topics 
considered include the causes, conduct and aftermath of the two world wars; the social and cultural aspects of the 1920s; 
the Great Depression; and presidential politics leading up to and concluding with Franklin Roosevelt.  


 
HIS 337   THE UNITED STATES SINCE 1945  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 or HIS 211 & HIS 212 
A study of post-World War II America, this course gives special attention to the Cold War, the struggle for Civil Rights, 
the decades of consensus (1950s) and turmoil (1960s), Watergate and the 70s, the Age of Reagan and current challenges to 
America in the new millennium.  
  







HIS 351  THE ANCIENT WORLD  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: at least three hours in a lower-level history course 
This course is an examination of the Near Eastern Neolithic Revolution, Pharaonic Egypt, the Hebrew Kingdom, Mycean 
and classical Greece, the Persian and Peloponnesian wars, and the Kingdom Republic and Empire periods in Roman 
history. Topics include the nature of civilization, sources of political power, and the development of major religions.  


 
HIS 352 MEDIEVAL HISTORY  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 or HIS 211 & HIS 212 
This course will examine Europe from the fourth through the fourteenth centuries. Topics will include intellectual, 
economic, technical, cultural and religious expansion; the Carolingian Renaissance; church/state conflicts; church reform 
and the papacy; limited government; universities; scholasticism; the disasters of the fourteenth century; and the roots of 
the Renaissance.  


 
HIS 354   THE AGE OF REFORMATION  (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 or HIS 211 & HIS 212 
This course will examine sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Europe from the Age of Exploration to the Peace of 
Westphalia. Examined in detail will be the Protestant Reformation, the Catholic Reformation, Tudor and Stuart England, 
the Thirty Years War, religious and political fragmentation stemming from these events and the rise of science. Particular 
attention will be given to such historic figures as Emperor Charles V, Martin Luther, John Calvin, St. Ignatius Loyola, 
Queen Elizabeth I and Cardinal Richelieu. 


 
HIS 356  THE FRENCH REVOLUTION AND NINETEENTH CENTURY EUROPE  (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 or HIS 211 & HIS 212 
Beginning in 1789 and concluding with the start of World War I, the focus of this course will be the political, social, 
religious, economic and cultural changes during this long century. Studied will be the origins, effects and development of 
the French Revolution; the rise of Napoleon; the Age of Metternich; the Industrial Revolution and its relation to 
imperialism; nationalism; Vatican I and the advances in science and technology in fin de siècle Europe.  
 
HIS 357   EUROPE AND THE WORLD WARS (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisites: at least three hours in a lower-level history course  
This course is a detailed examination of the causes, events and results of World Wars I and II. Topics will include cultural 
and intellectual developments between the wars, the Russian Revolutions, Communist and Nazi totalitarianism, the Great 
Depression, the Spanish Civil War, and the Holocaust. Major figures such as Hitler, Stalin, Mussolini, Churchill and Pope 
Pius XII will be studied.  


 
HIS 358  POST WORLD WAR II EUROPE (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 or HIS 211 & HIS 212 
This course surveys Europe from 1945 to the present. Major themes include the establishment of the Soviet block, economic 
theories, the Cold War, technological and cultural developments, decolonization, Vatican II, the growth and decline of the 
welfare state and the challenges of post-Cold War Europe. Some topics and personalities to be considered are the European 
Economic Union, Charles De Gaulle, Konrad Adenauer, Berlin, NATO, Mikhail Gorbachev and the influence of Pope John 
Paul II on the course of events during this momentous time.  
 
HIS 420  WESTERN CIVILIZATION AND AMERICA  (3 credit hours)  
This course provides a detailed examination of how Western Civilization, from ancient history to present, has affected the 
cultural and intellectual foundations of American institutions. The format is thematic, emphasizing Western influences on 
American practices and traditions in areas such as religion, government, politics, economics, science and technology, law 
and culture.  
  







HIS 421  UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY  (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 or HIS 201 & HIS 202 
This course is designed to provide an overview of America’s relations with other nations from the early days of the Republic 
to the present, emphasizing such policies as neutrality, interventionism vs. isolation, and Manifest Destiny. Also examined 
are specific decisions that have and continue to shape American history.  
 
HIS 425   GLOBAL HISTORY SINCE 1945  (3 credit hours)  
This course will examine the major events, ideas, and people in world history since the end of the Second World War. 
Special attention will be paid to postwar reconstruction, the Cold War, decolonization, the expansion of communism, the 
growth of globalization, immigration, the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the rise and impact of Islamic radicalism.  
 
HIS 453  THE CRUSADES  (3 credit hours)  
This course is a survey of the origins, events, and impact of the crusading movement. Topics that will be examined include 
the Islamic response to the Crusades, anti-Jewish programs, the Templars, the Crusader States, the legacy of Saladin, 
crusading in Europe, modern perceptions of the Crusades, and crusade preaching and spirituality.  
 
HIS 455  STUART ENGLAND  (3 credit hours)  
This course is a survey of the history of England during the era of the Stuart dynasty (1603-1714). Among the major topics 
examined in the course are the persecution of Catholics and religious non-conformists, the clash between absolutism and 
constitutionalism, the establishment and development of English colonies in North America, the English Civil War, 
Restoration literature and culture, and the impact of and the scholarly debate over the Glorious Revolution of 1688. 


 
HIS 456  RUSSIAN HISTORY  (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 
Among the major topics covered are pre-Kievan origins; the Kievan state; the Mongol invasion; Muscovite Russia; the 
establishment of the Romanov dynasty; Imperial Russia; the Rise of the Bolsheviks; the formations of the USSR; World 
War II; the Cold War and contemporary poet-Communist Russia. Emphasis will be given to the origins and development 
of Russian political and cultural institutions.  
 
HIS 459  REVOLUTION IN WORLD HISTORY (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisites: at least three hours in a lower-level history course 
This course examines the history and evolution of revolutionary thought and practice from the Glorious Revolution to the 
present. Revolutions from across the globe will be considered including the American Revolution, the French Revolution, 
the Bolshevik Revolution, the Mexican Revolution, and the Islamic Revolution. 
 
HIS 460  STUDIES IN AFRICAN HISTORY  (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 or HIS 201 & HIS 202 
This course will present an intensive study of Africa. Beginning with man’s earliest development, this course 
chronologically covers such topics as early African states, the slave trade, European impact and the African response 
leading to independence. Major figures who contributed to this continent’s greatness will be considered.  


 
HIS 464  STUDIES IN EAST ASIAN HISTORY (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 or HIS 201 & HIS 202 
Japan, China, Korea and Vietnam are studied from their prehistoric development to the end of the twentieth century, with 
emphasis placed on their interconnectedness. Political, philosophical, religious, economic and social traits and systems 
will be addressed.  


 
  







HIS 472  STUDIES IN LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY  (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 or HIS 201 & HIS 202 
This course focuses on the Americas before European contact, from pre-Columbian times to the present, highlighting 
significant cultural achievements of the Mayas, Aztecs, and Incas, the Columbian exchange, Spanish power in the New 
World and political, social and economic development in post-independence Latin America.  
 
HIS 476  STUDIES IN MIDDLE EASTERN HISTORY (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisites: HIS 111 & HIS 112 or HIS 201 & HIS 202 
This course surveys Middle Eastern History beginning with the rise of Islam and its effects, Ottoman Empire, European 
influences, the Arab states, Palestine, the creation of Israel and its role in the modern world. Major trends, key personalities 
and important institutions will be investigated and assessed for their historical significance.  
 
HIS 490  SEMINAR IN HISTORICAL STUDIES  (3 credit hours)  
Prerequisite: History major students of senior standing or permission of instructor 
This course is an introduction to the practice of historical research and writing. Students will examine the development of 
the discipline, with emphasis on the analysis of primary sources and methodology, considering classic works and the 
reasons for studying history. A research paper on a particular historiographic topic will be required.  
 
HIS 275/375/475 SPECIAL TOPICS IN HISTORY   (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: Requires the written approval of the Vice President for Academics 
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars; conferences, workshops, field activities and/or readings 
focused on current issues in history.  
 


INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES (IDS) 
 
IDS 106   COLLEGE LEARNING IN THE DOMINICAN TRADITION   (1 credit hour) 
This course provides an introduction to the nature of higher education and serves as an orientation to the function, mission, 
identity and resources of Aquinas College with particular focus on the Dominican tradition, the importance of a liberal 
education and identifying and realizing a vocation. It is designed to strengthen higher level thinking skills needed for 
academic achievement, including effective written and oral expression, the ability to work with others, the productive use 
of library resources, and basic information technology skills.  
 
IDS 211  SOCIAL NATURE OF THE HUMAN PERSON (3 credit hours) 
This interdisciplinary course explores social issues as they relate to the human person and human nature as understood 
in the tradition of Christian anthropology, particularly as articulated by the thought of Saint Thomas Aquinas and 
developed in Catholic social doctrine. The course begins with a review of the philosophy of the human person with 
exploration of the notion of human nature, articulating these concepts as presented by Aristotle, sacred scripture, Aquinas, 
and further developed in the 20th century especially in the writings of John Paul II. Identifying the human person as 
essentially social in nature, the course develops with a discussion of human dignity, freedom, rights, and the fundamental 
principles of society. Topics explored include gender, race, marriage, family, work, business, economy, the political 
community, civil society, religious freedom, the environment, and international relations. Matters related to social conflict 
will include racism, gender and marriage issues, slavery and human trafficking, labor disputes, poverty, and conscience 
violations, among others.   
 
IDS 275/375/475  SPECIAL TOPICS IN INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES  (1-9 credit hours) 
Requires written approval of the Vice President for Academics. Some preparatory work may be required if the course is 
designated at the upper level.  
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include readings, seminars, conferences, workshops, and field activities 
focused on religious life and/or studies of the Dominican tradition. May be repeated. 
  







IDS 410  TOPICS IN LITERACY  (3 credit hours) 
This 400-level course combines elements of basic English grammar with the History of the English Language from Anglo-
Saxon to modern periods. The course will reintroduce students to the basic levels of correct spelling, parts of speech, word 
analysis (including inflectional endings), and sentence structure through diagramming. An examination of the modern 
lexicon of Anglo-Saxon words and of Latin- and Greek-based word formation strengthens the students teaching 
background knowledge for the classroom. The students learn the correspondence between modern spelling and 
pronunciation and to the formation and classification of new and existing words. The focus is for students to apply the 
course to English instruction in the classroom through reading, writing, speaking, and grammar. An Action Research 
paper on a classroom issue in literacy is required and developed in this course. 


 
IDS 640   MORAL COMMUNITIES  (1 credit hour) 
Course must be repeated for three consecutive semesters after the first semester in the program for a total of 3 credit hours. 
Participants in these seminar courses will examine contemporary moral issues and concerns facing educators. Topics will 
include but not be limited to: community and family relations; formation of moral conscience; promotion of a culture of 
learning; formation and fostering of moral courage; the role of freedom in education and society; promotion of virtuous 
living; and the integration of Gospel values into personal and professional practice. 


 
LIBERAL ARTS (LAR) 


LAR 120   A CATHOLIC INTRODUCTION TO THE GREAT BOOKS  (1 credit hour) 
This team-taught course will examine several significant texts from the perspective of the Catholic intellectual tradition. 
Students will take an active role in analyzing these ‘great books’, considering particularly what these texts reflect about 
the human condition, the western heritage, and the mysteries of God himself. 


 
LAR 490   SENIOR SEMINAR AND THESIS  (3 credit hours) 
This course is the capstone to the Liberal Arts major, which includes a weekly seminar and thesis. Under the direction of 
a faculty member in one of the Liberal Arts disciplines, students will develop a topic to serve as the basis of their senior 
thesis. In their reading and writing throughout the semester, they will study their respective thesis topic from a perspective 
that reflects an integration of elements from multiple Liberal Arts disciplines, culminating in the thesis paper and research 
presentation. Weekly seminar-style discussions will support students’ research projects through exploration and critical 
review of the contributions of the Catholic intellectual tradition to liberal learning. 
 


MATHEMATICS (MAT) 
 
MAT 085   PRE-ALGEBRA  (3 credit hours) 
This is a developmental course and college level credit is not awarded for this course. This course contains a study of real 
numbers, integer, algebraic expressions, equations, fractions and decimals, ratios, portions, percent, polynomials, 
measures and graphing. A passing grade (“P”) is achieved with an average score of 80%. MAT 085 is required of students 
who do not present at least a score of 21 on the mathematics portion of the ACT or who do not score 80% on the Math 
Assessment. If required, this course must be taken within the first semester of attendance.  


 
MAT 121   COLLEGE ALGEBRA  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: Minimum MATH ACT of 21, pass the qualifying test for MAT 085, or successfully complete MAT 085.  
This course covers the study of basic concepts of algebra including real numbers, polynomials, rational expressions, 
complex numbers, equations and inequalities, relations, functions and coordinate geometry and systems of equations. 
Students enrolled in programs requiring College Algebra will be exempt from College Algebra if they present a score of 
27 or above on the mathematics portion of the ACT.  
  
  







MAT 130   CONCEPTS OF GEOMETRY  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: MAT 121 
Basic concepts of geometry are studied including linear and angle measurement, construction, triangles and other 
polygons, circles, perimeter, area and volume measures; deductive reasoning and proofs; similarity of polygons and 
elementary trigonometry.  
 
MAT 210   STATISTICS I  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: MAT 121 if required by the student’s program 
This course introduces techniques of data analysis used in descriptive statistics, inferential statistics, and selected non-
parametric statistical tests. Emphasis is placed on methods for collecting data, processing data, and interpreting the results. 
Computer assignments using statistical software are required. 


 
MAT 211   STATISTICS II  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: MAT 210 
This course covers variance and analysis of variance; correlation, linear and multiple regression analysis; statistical process 
control; and forecasting models. Students apply these techniques to selected real-world situations. 


 
MAT 240  THE NATURE OF MATHEMATICS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: MAT 121 
This course is intended to be a content-based study of mathematical ideas suited for sophomore level students in a liberal 
arts curriculum. Topics will include problem solving, set theory (including Cartesian products and work with infinite sets), 
symbolic logic, n umber theory, topics in algebra and variation, solutions to problems emphasizing the use of graphic 
calculators, triangular geometry, and trigonometry, and fundamental concepts in probability and statistics. 


 
MAT 275/375/475  SPECIAL TOPICS IN MATHEMATICS  (1-3 credit hours) 
Requires the written approval of the Vice President for Academics 
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars, conferences, workshops, field activities and/or readings 
focused on current issues in mathematics.  


 
MAT 291  CALCULUS AND ANALYTICAL GEOMETRY I  (4 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: MAT 121 
This is an introductory course in calculus and analytical geometry covering limits and their properties, differentiation, 
applications of derivatives, and integration. 


 
MAT 292  CALCULUS AND ANALYTICAL GEOMETRY II (4 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: MAT 121 
This is the second course in a calculus series and covers applications of the integral, differentiation and integration of 
transcendental functions and applications, methods of integration, coordinate geometry, differentiation and integration 
of hyperbolic functions, polar coordinates, infinite series, indeterminate forms and power series. 
 


PHILOSOPHY (PHI) 
 
PHI 105   LOGIC   (3 credit hours) 
Exploring valid and invalid patterns of deductive inference, with secondary consideration of inductive reasoning, this course 
examines the principles of Aristotelian material and formal logic, including signs and signification, abstraction and 
universals, predication and judgments, and syllogistic reasoning. Informal fallacies are covered as well. The applicability of 
basic logical principles to both dialectical and rhetorical argumentation is treated in the latter half of the course.  


 







PHI 211  INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY  (3 credit hours) 
This course introduces the student to philosophy by addressing basic concepts of the philosophy of nature: substance, 
matter/form, change, causes, chance, space/time, and the problem of the Unmoved Mover. On these topics, we note the 
views of various philosophers over the course of time, but with special emphasis on the views of Aristotle and St  Thomas 
Aquinas. The second half of the course addresses the properties of man from the Thomistic philosophical perspective:  his 
vegetative, animative, and cognitive operations; the nature of the human soul; the unity of soul and body; the nature, act, 
and objects of the human intellect; the necessity and freedom of the human will; and the interaction of the intellect and 
will in the free human act.  


 
PHI 215   ETHICS   (3 credit hours) 
This course introduces the student to ethics as a practical science based on reasoning derived from experience. St. Thomas 
Aquinas is used as a guide to investigate the purpose of human life, the nature of human actions, the use of right reason 
to distinguish good from bad action, the role of moral law and conscience, patterns of moral reasoning and the perfecting 
of character by acquisition of moral virtues. From this study, the student should come to understand the rational basis of 
moral doctrine, to appreciate its profound significance for the human person, and to develop a personal commitment to 
act always so as to promote his true good.  


 
PHI 225    PHILOSOPHY OF THE HUMAN PERSON  (3 credit hours) 
This course is a speculative study of the nature and faculties of the human person and closely related anthropological 
questions. Topics covered include the body/soul distinction and substantial unity of the body/soul composite, sensation, 
affectivity, types of knowing and willing, freedom vs. determinism, subjectivity and personhood, human origins and 
destiny, and the question of immortality. 


 
PHI 301  HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY I: ANCIENT  (3 credit hours) 
This course covers the development of philosophy in the ancient world, from the pre-Socratic period to the end of the late 
Hellenic and Roman period. It includes philosophers and topics such as Plato, Aristotle, Stoicism, Neo-Platonism, and 
Augustine. 


 
PHI 302   HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY II: MEDIEVAL  (3 credit hours) 
This course covers the development of philosophy in the medieval world, from the end of the late Hellenic and Roman 
Period to the Renaissance. It includes philosophers and topics such as the ancient sources of medieval philosophy, the rise 
of early scholasticism in the Cathedral schools and monasteries, Bonaventure, Albert Magnus, Scotus, and Ockham. 


 
PHI 303  HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY III: MODERN  (3 credit hours) 
This course covers the development of philosophy in the modern world, from the Renaissance to the end of the 19th century. 
It focuses on philosophers and topics such as the emergence of the scientific revolution, Descartes, Locke, Hume, and Kant. 


 
PHI 315  MEDICAL ETHICS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: PHI 215, THE 210  Same as THE 315    
This course investigates the bioethical issues from both the philosophical perspective of natural law and the theological 
perspective of faith and revelation. Topics such as abortion, euthanasia, reproductive technologies, contraception, organ 
transplantation, and genetic engineering are among the issues studied.  


 
PHI 330   PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION  (3 credit hours) 
This course investigates the philosophical basis of educational thought from classical to contemporary times. After first 
establishing the nature of philosophy, the course examines the major philosophical systems and ideologies that have 
shaped educational theory. The course affords students the opportunity to critique educational philosophies and to begin 
to develop their own. Field experience included.  
 







PHI 355    BUSINESS ETHICS AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: PHI 215 
While this course will include a consideration of various ethical theories that dominate current discussion in the business 
disciplines, it will focus primarily on classical moral philosophy. Using this theory, with its integration of natural law and 
virtue, students will be capable of providing a richer explanation of ethical decision making in business, both on the 
descriptive (why we do what we do) and on the normative (what we should do) levels. They will thus be equipped with 
the necessary tools for analyzing and evaluating particular problematic cases in the various realms of business. Drawing 
from the Catholic Social Tradition, students will come to understand business as a vital and positive element of human 
social life.  


 
PHI 365   PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: one previous course in Philosophy at Aquinas College 
In this course students will engage in a critical study of philosophical topics concerning religious thought within the 
context of the Western tradition. Topics examined include the following: the relation between reason and faith; the 
character of religious discourse; the possibility of disproving or demonstrating the reality of a supernatural divine being; 
the divine nature and attributes; creaturely freedom in relation to divine foreknowledge and universal providence; the 
problem of evil; miracles in nature; the connection between morality and religion; and death and immortality.  


 
PHI 370  PHILOSOPHY OF KNOWLEDGE  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: one previous course in Philosophy at Aquinas College 
This course studies human knowledge and the related issues of truth, falsity, and opinion. Beginning with an examination 
of epistemological questions as developed initially by the Presocratics, the course centers on the classical view of 
knowledge as developed in the Platonic-Aristotelian tradition inherited and advanced by St. Thomas Aquinas. The 
philosophical movements of empiricism, idealism, and phenomenology are investigated; skepticism, both ancient and 
modern, is both explained and critiqued.  


 
PHI 415   CONTEMPORARY MORAL ISSUES  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: PHI 215 
Contemporary Moral Issues is a sequel to the Ethics course. It applies the foundational principles studied in ethics to modern 
day problems such as questions of sexual morality, artificial human reproduction and genetic manipulation, abortion, 
euthanasia, capital punishment, poverty and other social-justice issues, war, and man’s relation to the environment. The 
content of the course will vary from semester to semester, according to the issues chosen by the professor.  


 
PHI 445   MODERN PROBLEMS IN PHILOSOPHY  (3 credit hours) 
This course introduces the student to Modern Philosophy and the effect it is having on society today. The study traces the 
development of philosophical thought as great philosophers have laid it out from the 13th Century to the present day. It 
examines Modern philosophy in light of Thomistic philosophical principles and highlights the relevance of sound 
philosophical reasoning to the Christian faith. From this study, the student should be able to analyze the truth of various 
philosophical views and to realize the impact these views have had on modern man.  


 
PHI 450   POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: one previous course in Philosophy at Aquinas College 
In this course, students will be introduced to the philosophical study of political action and community. Topics covered in 
this class include the causes of political community, the principles of political philosophy the common good, the relation 
of politics to morality, and the limits of political action. Political philosophers examined in this class include Aristotle, 
Thomas Aquinas, John Locke, Thomas Hobbes, and others.  
 
  







PHI 451   PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: one previous course in Philosophy at Aquinas College 
In this course students will be introduced to competing theories of science, and will engage in a philosophical exploration 
of the foundations, nature, methods, and aims of modern experimental science, as distinguished from Aristotelian natural 
philosophy. The topics examined will include nature and physical law, scientific hypotheses and theory construction, the 
connection between theory and observation, empirical confirmation and falsification, the question of scientific induction, 
prediction and types of explanation, causal determinism vs. indeterminism, contingency and necessity, realism vs. 
antirealism, and questions concerning scientific progress and truth.  
 
PHI 452  PHILOSOPHY OF LAW  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: one previous course in Philosophy at Aquinas College 
This course investigates the sources, nature, types, purposes, and authority of law. Special emphasis will be given to legal 
positivism and natural law theory. Other topics may include, but are not limited to, theories of justice, legal obligations 
and rights, civil disobedience and the force of law, church-state issues, and freedom of conscience in relation to law.  


 
PHI 460  METAPHYSICS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: one previous course in Philosophy at Aquinas College 
This course examines the fundamental question of the meaning of Being and the attendant issues of causality, 
transcendentals, and the problem of evil. Examined first are the foundations of metaphysics as initially developed by 
ancient Greek philosophers (principally Parmenides, Plato, and Aristotle). Thereafter, the concept of Being as transformed 
in Christian thought is illuminated through an analysis of the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas (particularly De Ente et 
Essentia). Modern critiques of the traditional metaphysical project are discussed in an analytical exposition of empiricism, 
idealism, and existentialism.  


 
PHI 465   PHILOSOPHY OF GOD  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: PHI 460 
This course is devoted to the study of the existence, nature, and attributes of God. The theoretical contributions of Thomas 
Aquinas (the Common Doctor) will be emphasized, although not to the exclusion of other significant authors (e.g., 
Aristotle, Augustine, Anselm of Canterbury). The relation between God and created being, the delicate balance between 
divine transcendence and immanence, theodicy and the classical problem of evil, and the apparent tension between human 
freedom and divine foreknowledge and providence are among the issues to be examined  


 
PHI 490   SENIOR SEMINAR AND THESIS  (3 credit hours) 
Requires senior standing in Philosophy and permission of the Instructor 
This is the final course in the philosophy sequence. A seminar in format, it will include formal presentations, discussions, 
and reviews as determined by the seminar director. Required of all philosophy majors, it is open only to those seniors who 
have satisfied the major core courses as prerequisites. The topics for the seminar are determined by the seminar director 
and typically involve topics in metaphysics, philosophy of knowledge, or the thought of a particular philosopher or 
philosophical tradition. The director elicits the active participation of the students in analyzing the texts read and relating 
the underlying philosophical issues to material studied in the regular philosophy curriculum. In addition, students will 
write and publicly defend their senior philosophy thesis, which is to be a major paper not only of in-depth research but 
also, and even primarily, of philosophical analysis and reflection. 


 
PHI 275/375/475   SPECIAL TOPICS IN PHILOSOPHY  (1-3 credit hours) 
Requires written approval of the Vice President for Academics. 
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars, conferences, workshops or field activities focused on 
current issues in philosophy. May be repeated.  
 


  







PSYCHOLOGY (PSY) 
 
PSY 115   GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY  (3 credit hours) 
This course offers the student an introductory survey on the biological, psychological and social aspects of human behavior 
as viewed from the scientific perspective. Major topics include the physiological basis of behavior, personality 
development, fundamental concepts in learning and memory, research methods, consciousness, motivation, emotions, 
human relationships and social influences. The student can expect to become an educated consumer of research findings, 
and to develop an appreciation for the complexity of human behavior as well as the dignity of being human.  
 
PSY 300  HISTORY OF PSYCHOLOGY  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: at least three hours in a lower-level (100- or 200-level) Psychology class 
This course provides a comprehensive overview of the history of psychology. The course traces the discipline from its 
origins and first philosophers to the diverse nature of today’s approaches to psychology. The course provides a deeper 
understanding for further study in contemporary psychology.  
 
PSY 315    EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY  (3 credit hours) 
This course analyzes and applies psychological principles of learning to the elementary school-age child. Various learning 
theories are discussed and researched. Application of theory is viewed through a variety of educational situations and 
settings. Field experience included. 
 
PSY 320 HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT (3 credit hours) 
This course is a detailed study of the physical, intellectual, moral, social, and emotional growth and development of the 
human person, covering the entire life-span. The course will explore developmental and educational issues as they relate 
to the human person as understood in the tradition of Christian anthropology, particularly as articulated by the teachings 
of Saint Thomas Aquinas. All stages of human life from conception to the aged are considered. Particular emphasis will 
be placed on how individuals learn in the context of their environment. In addition to studying the entire life-span, each 
teacher candidate will engage in a focused study of one phase of development. Field experiences required.  
 
PSY 400   TESTS AND MEASUREMENTS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: MAT 240 
This course is an overview of assessment as it relates to student learning and achievement. Teacher candidates will be 
introduced to formal and informal methods of collecting meaningful data: analysis of data, evaluation, interpreting results, 
communicating results to students, parents, and other professionals, and using findings to make instructional decisions. 
Instruction will include the essentials of standardized achievement testing and the relevance in supporting student 
learning needs. Field experience included.  
 
PSY 410   BEHAVIOR INTERVENTIONS  (3 credit hours) 
This course builds on the tenets of applied behavior analysis. Topics to be studied include the applied behavior approach, 
functional analysis, behavioral objectives, behavior assessment techniques, self-management, and structuring the 
environment. Specific attention will focus on intentional strategies that involve instruction or change in the environment 
designed to help a behavioral adaptation and development. These techniques are applicable to various settings. Field 
experience included.  
 
PSY 423   EXCEPTIONAL CHILD  (3 credit hours) 
Acknowledging that each child is unique, and in this sense, exceptional, this course focuses on the needs of a variety of 
children, including those with learning disabilities, physically and/or mentally limiting conditions, intellectual gifts and 
emotional or behavioral difficulties. This course will explore the social and emotional development of children with the 
view of the human person as understood in the tradition of Christian anthropology, particularly as articulated by Saint 
Thomas Aquinas. The main emphasis is on empowering the teacher candidate to enable each child to strive for and reach 
full personal potential. Field experience included.  







PSY 275/375/475  SPECIAL TOPICS IN PSYCHOLOGY  (1-3 credit hours) 
Requires written approval of the Vice President for Academics 
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars, conferences, workshops, field activities or readings 
focused on current issues in psychology.  


 
PSY 520 HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT (3 credit hours) 
This course is a detailed study of the physical, intellectual, moral, social, and emotional growth and development of the 
human person, covering the entire life-span. The course will explore developmental and educational issues as they relate 
to the human person as understood in the tradition of Christian anthropology, particularly as articulated by the teachings 
of Saint Thomas Aquinas. All stages of human life from conception to the aged are considered. Particular emphasis will 
be placed on how individuals learn in the context of their environment. In addition to studying the entire life-span, each 
teacher candidate will engage in a focused study of one phase of development. Field experiences required.  


 
PSY 523 EXCEPTIONAL CHILD (3 credit hours) 
Acknowledging that each child is unique, and in this sense, exceptional, this course focuses on the needs of a variety of 
children, including those with learning disabilities, physically and/or mentally limiting conditions, intellectual gifts and 
emotional or behavioral difficulties. This course will explore the social and emotional development of children with the 
view of the human person as understood in the tradition of Christian anthropology, particularly as articulated by Saint 
Thomas Aquinas. The main emphasis is on empowering the teacher candidate to enable each child to strive for and reach 
full personal potential. Field experience included.  


 
SOCIOLOGY (SOC) 
 
SOC 210   INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY   (3 credit hours) 
This course is a study of the nature, origin, basic principles, methods and conclusions of modern scientific sociology. 
Particular emphasis will be given to sociology’s contribution to the understanding of human society. All students 
completing this course should be able to understand how social institutions, such as family, education, religion, and 
government affect their lives. A term paper within a selected area of interest is required.  


 
SOC 445  SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: successful completion of six (6) credit hours of Theology Same as THE 445 
The course examines the fundamental principles of Catholic Social Thought, particularly the derivation of these principles 
from the foundational principle concerning the dignity of the human person. Thus the course includes a study of the 
growth and breadth of social teachings in the past century, with a concentration on the social encyclicals and an 
examination of the social teachings of the Church as applied, respectively, to the cultural and scientific sphere, the political 
sphere, and the economic sphere of the modern world. Students completing this course should be able to articulate the 
guiding principles of Catholic Social thought as well as to identify their presence or absence in the various aspects of daily 
social living.  


 
SOC 275/375/475  SPECIAL TOPICS IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES    (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: Requires written approval of the Vice President for Academics 
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars, conferences, workshops or field activities focused on 
current issues in social science.  
 
 
  







THEOLOGY (THE) 
 
THE 110  FUNDAMENTAL THEOLOGY (3 credit hours) 
This course provides an introduction to the foundational dogmatic content of Christianity as a response to humanity’s 
drive to make sense of the world and the enigma of our own existence. While the starting point of our inquiry is the 
philosophical quest for truth and meaning in the face of the most troubling mysteries of our world, the answer given is 
properly theological, as, “reason is summoned to make its own a logic which brings down the walls within which it risks 
being confined” (John Paul II, Fides et Ratio §80). Themes include, the God of Faith, the idea of “creation,” the Incarnation, 
the covenantal life of the Church, and the “eschaton” or “culmination-point of reality.” 


 
THE 121   INTRODUCTION TO THE SACRED SCRIPTURE  (3 credit hours) 
This basic course introduces the students to Catholic exegesis of the Old and New Testaments. Students use tools such as 
the historical-critical method and literary criticism to interpret Scripture according to the living Tradition of the Church. 
Selections from the Old and New Testaments are explicated to show the continuity of Salvation History. The content and 
structure of both the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament are explored, and the history of the formation of both 
canons is studied. 


 
THE 210  MORAL THEOLOGY  (3 credit hours) 
The theological and philosophical basis of Christian morality as a “call to perfection” (Matt. 5:48) is the subject of this 
course. In addition to the general principles of moral theology, the special fields of sexual morality and medical ethics will 
be investigated. Previous study of Ethics is helpful, but not necessary.  


 
THE 211   HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH I   (3 credit hours) 
This course will not satisfy the General Education requirements for two sequential History courses.  Same as HIS 211 
This course is a survey of the history of the Catholic Church from the apostolic community until the Great Western Schism 
in the 14th Century. Emphasis is placed on the formation of the Church, doctrinal heresies, development of Church 
structure, medieval Church-state relations, and the causes of the Great Schism.  


 
THE 212   HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH II   (3 credit hours) 
This course will not satisfy the General Education requirements for two sequential History courses.  Same as HIS 212 
This course surveys the development of the Catholic Church from the Reformation to the present. Topics include the 
Reformation, the Catholic Reformation, the Council of Trent, and Vatican Councils I and II. In addition, the course will 
explore the Church’s influence on the modern and post-modern world with emphasis on philosophical movements, 
nationalism, imperialism, totalitarianism, and contemporary issues.  


 
THE 216  THE EUCHARIST  (3 credit hours) 
This introductory course explores the nature of the Sacred Liturgy, its place in the life of the Church and the principles governing 
its celebration. At the heart of the liturgy is the Mass, which is studied both in its history and in contemporary Church practice. 
The course concludes with a brief overview of the Liturgy of the Hours and Eucharistic worship outside of Mass. Students 
should come to appreciate the importance of the Liturgy as an act of worship of the entire Body of Christ to our Heavenly Father.  


 
THE 220    MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY  (3 credit hours) 
Same as SOC 220     
This introductory course focuses on marriage and the family as a vocation written in the very nature of man and woman 
by their Creator. The prime importance of the family as the central unit of the Church and of society is highlighted from 
both the theological and sociological points of view. Special attention is given to Pope John Paul II’s “theology of the body” 
and its marital implications, as well as to those sexual issues which relate to marriage and the family From this course, 
students should come to appreciate the Christian family as the sign and image of the loving communion of the Blessed Trinity.  
 







THE 230 SPIRITUAL THEOLOGY  (3 credit hours) 
This introductory course surveys the doctrinal foundations for the ascetical and mystical stages of the spiritual life 
experienced by the human person in achieving an ever-deepening relationship with God the Father through Jesus Christ 
under the action of the Holy Spirit. Topics include the roles and characteristics of virtue, prayer and vocation in the 
purgative, illuminative and unitive ways. In this course, the student is offered formative texts for a greater knowledge of 
the spiritual life that fosters deeper thirst for union with God.  


 
THE 231 APPLIED SPIRITUAL THEOLOGY  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: THE 230 
Building on the doctrinal foundations for the spiritual life presented in THE 230, this course explores various means for 
growth in holiness, including conversion from sin, progressive purgation, sacraments, theological virtues, moral virtues, 
and gifts form the Holy Spirit. The emphasis will be on practical application of spiritual principles to one’s spiritual life 
and life of prayer. Various methods of prayer, as taught by saints and mystics of the Church, will be discussed. 


 
THE 305   PRAYER   (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: THE 110 
This course examines the topic of prayer. It looks to both the teachings of the Catholic Church and to the writings of the 
Saints, especially to St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of the Cross, in order to gain a comprehensive view of the topic. 
Students taking this course should gain not only an in-depth knowledge of the nature and kinds of prayer, but they should 
also develop a desire to communicate more intimately with their God.  


 
THE 313    DOMINICAN HISTORY  (3 credit hours) 
   Same as HIS 313 
This course explores the history of the Order of Preachers from its beginnings in medieval Europe to the present day. 
Topics include the life of St. Dominic, the charism of the Order, a selection of Dominican saints, and the major contributions 
of Dominicans at critical points of Church history.  
 
THE 315   MEDICAL ETHICS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: PHI 215, THE 210  Same as PHI 315   
This course offers students the opportunity to analyze and discuss the ethical issues related to medicine and biotechnology. 
Using the moral teaching of the Catholic Church as a foundation, students will investigate the bio-ethical issues from both 
the philosophical perspective of natural law and the theological perspective of faith and revelation. Topics such as 
abortion, euthanasia, reproductive technologies, contraception, organ transplantation, and genetic engineering are among 
the issues studied.  


 
THE 316   THE SACRAMENTS   (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: THE 110 
This course uses Questions 60-90 of St. Thomas' Summa Theologiae III in studying the theological and philosophical bases 
of the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church.  


 
THE 318   OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: THE 121 
This course investigates the role, which the prophets, as a group and as individuals, played in the life of ancient Israel. 
Both the major and minor prophets are studied in detail, with special emphasis given to the messianic prophecies fulfilled 
in Christ and in the New Covenant. From this study, students should come to an increased awareness of the meaning of 
the Old Testament in general and see in it the hand of God preparing His people for the coming of His Son, Jesus Christ. 
A research paper is required.  
 







THE 328 WISDOM LITERATURE AND THE PSALMS (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: THE 121 
This course explores Old Testament books from the Wisdom tradition, with emphasis on themes such as the good and evil 
man, the reconciliation of suffering with divine justice and mercy, and wisdom itself. Possible texts include Job, the 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Song of Songs, Sirach, and Wisdom. The Psalms will be examined for their structure, their 
poetry, and their liturgical uses from ancient Israel to the present.  
 
THE 330   THE CHURCH  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: THE 110 
Guided by the Second Vatican Council's doctrine, this course takes an in-depth look at the nature and purpose of Christ's 
Church from biblical, historical, and theological perspectives.  
 
THE 338  PENTATEUCH  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: THE 121 
This course examines the Torah, the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures. Students will consider both the historical 
facts and the theological dimensions of God’s self-revelation from the beginnings of human history to the entrance into 
the Promised Land. The guidance of sound cultural and linguistic principles will be used to examine the origin and 
transmission of the texts themselves. Attention will be given to the “mystery of our salvation…present in a hidden way” 
(Dei verbum 15) in the Old Testament. A research paper is required.  
 
THE 345    THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: THE 121 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ, as told by Matthew, Mark and Luke, is the subject of this course. In addition to viewing the 
Gospels in their historical and theological settings, the student studies each gospel in light of its own unique contribution 
to the Christian faith. The student taking this course should come to a greater knowledge of the message of Jesus Christ 
and a deeper love for His Person.  
 
THE 376   PATRISTICS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: THE 110, THE 121 
This course examines the context, culture, theology, and spirituality of the Patristic Age. Representative texts from authors 
of each epoch of the early Church will be used.  
 
THE 410    THE WRITINGS OF JOHN  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: THE 110, THE 121 
The course treats the Gospel of John and the other Johannine Writings (the First, Second and Third Epistles of John and 
the Book of Revelation). Most of the semester will be devoted to the theology of the Fourth Gospel and the literary 
structure, which embodies it. In addition, the three Epistles and the Book of Revelation will be examined.  
 
THE 420  CATECHETICS  (3 credit hours) 
This course combines a historical perspective of the role of catechists in the life of the Church with pedagogical applications 
and implications. Particular attention is given to the relationship of theology and catechetics; to theories of faith 
development and their impact on religious education; to the sacraments, including catechesis related to sacramental 
preparation; and to contemporary issues which influence the teaching of religion. Coursework is applicable to Diocesan 
Catechetical Certification.  


 
  







THE 421    VIRTUES AND VICES I: THE THEOLOGICAL VIRTUES (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: lower-level coursework in Theology 
Using St. Thomas Aquinas’ Summa Theologiae II-II, Q. 1-46 as a guide, this course focuses on the Theological Virtues of 
Faith, Hope, and Charity, their related virtues and their opposing vices. Reference to virtue theory and the fall from the 
state of Original Justice will be included.  
 
THE 422   VIRTUES AND VICES II: THE MORAL VIRTUES (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: lower-level coursework in Theology 
Using St. Thomas Aquinas' Summa Theologiae II-II, Q. 47-170 as a guide, this course focuses on the Moral, or Cardinal, 
Virtues of Prudence, Justice, Fortitude, and Temperance, some of their related virtues, and opposing vices. Reference will 
be made to the nature, kinds, and causes of virtue (virtue theory) especially with regard to the moral life and the effects of 
the fall from the state of Original Justice. 
 
THE 425    ST. THOMAS AQUINAS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: THE 110, THE 121, THE 210 
This course introduces the student to the person and work of the Dominican theologian and philosopher Thomas Aquinas. 
Asserting a philosophy rooted in reality, Aquinas proposed the marriage of faith and reason in a synthesis that expresses 
the essence of Roman Catholic intellectual and spiritual life. Tapping into this wealth that Aquinas has to offer as Saint 
and scholar, the study will seek not only to learn lessons about him as a historical personage but also to gain wisdom from 
him as the “universal teacher” of the Church for modern times. 
 
THE 426    AQUINAS ON FAITH, REVELATION AND GRACE  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: THE 110, THE 121, THE 210   
This course is a study of law, grace, and Christian faith, drawing on St. Thomas' Summa Theologiae I-II, Qq.90-114 and II-II, 
Qq.1-16. Topics include human, natural and eternal law; the Old and the New Law; the relative roles of law and grace; 
actual and sanctifying grace; justification by both faith and grace; the definition of faith; its object and acts; and the 
relationship between faith and reason.  
 
THE 427    MORALITY AND THE HUMAN ACT  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: THE 110, THE 210   
Using St. Thomas' Summa Theologiae I-II, Qq.1-48, the course investigates the powers of the human soul; conscience, law, 
and the passions; the nature of the voluntary act; criteria for the morality of an act; and man's ultimate end.  
 
THE 431    CHRISTOLOGY  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisites: THE 110, THE 121  
Biblical, historical, and systematic studies of the Person of Jesus Christ and of Christological errors, which have arisen 
throughout history, are undertaken using Questions 1-59 of St. Thomas' Summa Theologiae III and the Christological 
Councils of the early Church.  
 
THE 435    MARIOLOGY  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: THE 110 
In this course, we will consider the place and role of Mary in the order of Salvation and the life of the Church. Themes will 
include: biblical theology of Mary, the four Marian dogmas and their histories, Marian devotion, and Mary's intercession 
in the lives of the faithful.  
 
  







THE 441    THEOLOGY OF THE TRINITY  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: THE 110 
This course uses Sacred Scripture, the Ecumenical Councils of the Church, and Questions 1-43 of St. Thomas' Summa 
Theologiae I to study both the truth and the historical errors concerning the Persons and Nature of the Triune God.  


 
THE 445 SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: 6 hours of Theology  Same as SOC 445 
This course examines the fundamental principles of Catholic social teaching, particularly concerning the dignity of the 
human person. Topics include the social encyclicals from Pope Leo XIII onward, the growth and breadth of social teachings 
in the past century, and the social teachings of the Church as applied to modern culture, science, politics, and economics.  
 
THE 450  NEW TESTAMENT LETTERS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: THE 121 
This course considers the New Testament genre of the epistle, including Pauline, pastoral and catholic, providing insights 
into the faith and life of the early Church. The course covers not only St. Paul’s letters to the early churches and their 
leaders, but also the letters attributed to St. Peter, St. James and the great statement of faith by the author of Hebrews.  


 
THE 490   SENIOR SEMINAR AND THESIS  (3 credit hours) 
Prerequisite: Senior standing and permission from the Theology faculty  
This course is comprised of seminar and thesis components. Each semester the seminar will center on one or more 
theological issues of perennial concern, with relevant literature assigned for purposes of class discussion. Students will 
develop a formally researched senior thesis on a topic pertaining to the seminar or to the student's interests.  


 
THE 275/375/475  SPECIAL TOPICS IN THEOLOGY, CATECHETICS AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
    (1-3 credit hours) 
Special topics to be indicated. The course may include seminars, workshops, field activities and/or readings and research. 
The focus will be on current issues in theology, catechetics or religious education.  


 







