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§1934 Created in the image of the one God and equally endowed with rational
souls, all men have the same nature and the same origin. Redeemed by
the sacrifice of Christ, all are called to participate in the same divine
beatitude: all therefore enjoy an equal dignity.
§1935 The equality of men rests essentially on their dignity as persons and
the rights that flow from it:
Every form of social or cultural discrimination in
fundamental personal rights on the grounds of sex, race,
color, social conditions, language, or religion must be
curbed and eradicated as incompatible with God's design.40
§1936 On coming into the world, man is not equipped with everything he
needs for developing his bodily and spiritual life. He needs others.
Differences appear tied to age, physical abilities, intellectual or moral
aptitudes, the benefits derived from social commerce, and the
distribution of wealth.41 The "talents" are not distributed equally.42
§369 Man and woman have been created, which is to say, willed by God: on
the one hand, in perfect equality as human persons; on the other, in
their respective beings as man and woman. "Being man" or "being
woman" is a reality which is good and willed by God: man and woman
possess an inalienable dignity which comes to them immediately from
God their Creator.240 Man and woman are both with one and the same
dignity "in the image of God". In their "being-man" and "being-woman",
they reflect the Creator's wisdom and goodness.
§370 In no way is God in man's image. He is neither man nor woman. God is
pure spirit in which there is no place for the difference between the

sexes. But the respective "perfections" of man and woman reflect
something of the infinite perfection of God: those of a mother and those
of a father and husband.241
§2234 "In creating men 'male and female,' God gives man and woman an
equal personal dignity."119 "Man is a person, man and woman equally so,
since both were created in the image and likeness of the personal
God."120
§1877 The vocation of humanity is to show forth the image of God and to be
transformed into the image of the Father's only Son. This vocation takes
a personal form since each of us is called to enter into the divine
beatitude; it also concerns the human community as a whole.
§1878 All men are called to the same end: God himself. There is a certain
resemblance between the unity of the divine persons and the fraternity
that men are to establish among themselves in truth and love.1 Love of
neighbor is inseparable from love for God.
§1879 The human person needs to live in society. Society is not for him an
extraneous addition but a requirement of his nature. Through the
exchange with others, mutual service and dialogue with his brethren,
man develops his potential; he thus responds to his vocation.2
§1880 A society is a group of persons bound together organically by a
principle of unity that goes beyond each one of them. As an assembly
that is at once visible and spiritual, a society endures through time: it
gathers up the past and prepares for the future. By means of society,
each man is established as an "heir" and receives certain "talents" that
enrich his identity and whose fruits he must develop.3 He rightly owes
loyalty to the communities of which he is part and respect to those in
authority who have charge of the common good.
§1881 Each community is defined by its purpose and consequently obeys
specific rules; but "the human person . . . is and ought to be the principle,
the subject and the end of all social institutions."4
§1882 Certain societies, such as the family and the state, correspond more
directly to the nature of man; they are necessary to him. To promote the
participation of the greatest number in the life of a society, the creation

of voluntary associations and institutions must be encouraged "on both
national and international levels, which relate to economic and social
goals, to cultural and recreational activities, to sport, to various
professions, and to political affairs."5 This "socialization" also expresses
the natural tendency for human beings to associate with one another for
the sake of attaining objectives that exceed individual capacities. It
develops the qualities of the person, especially the sense of initiative
and responsibility, and helps guarantee his rights.6
§1886 Society is essential to the fulfillment of the human vocation. To attain
this aim, respect must be accorded to the just hierarchy of values, which
"subordinates physical and instinctual dimensions to interior and
spiritual ones:"8
Human society must primarily be considered something
pertaining to the spiritual. Through it, in the bright light of
truth, men should share their knowledge, be able to exercise
their rights and fulfill their obligations, be inspired to seek
spiritual values; mutually derive genuine pleasure from the
beautiful, of whatever order it be; always be readily
disposed to pass on to others the best of their own cultural
heritage; and eagerly strive to make their own the spiritual
achievements of others. These benefits not only influence,
but at the same time give aim and scope to all that has
bearing on cultural expressions, economic, and social
institutions, political movements and forms, laws, and all
other structures by which society is outwardly established
and constantly developed.9

